
Strong Start 2020 
July 24, 2020 
 
BCSS Family: 
 
In the coming days our Strong Start 2020 plan will be updated and ready to view.  We have 
spent many hours developing plans and protocols to keep our students and staff safe when 
returning to the work place and school. This document will be ever changing, depending on  
new updated information that becomes available concerning COVID 19. 
 
The Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) met last week to 
adopt minimum requirements for schools to reopen as required by Act 9 (House Bill 59). You 
can access these adopted requirements by clicking this link: https://bese.louisiana.gov/about-
bese/bese-news/2020/07/14/bese-adopts-minimum-health-and-safety-standards-for-the-reopening-of-
louisiana-schools 
 
For the safety of our students and staff, we are required to follow the BESE minimum requirements. 
These requirements will be in our Strong Start 2020 document to reopening schools.  
 
The Bogalusa School Board will meet next week on Thursday night to vote on our calendar for the 
coming school year, which may be dramatically changed concerning the start of school and opening day 
for our students. It is very likely that our students may not return until August 17 or after. As we 
continue to watch the COVID numbers rise, we will take precautions and follow the guidance of the CDC 
for reopening schools.  
 
We have been meeting this week with each parent of any student who signed up for Virtual School. If 
you have not gotten a call for an appointment, please call 985-281-2100 for a time.  
 
Here are a few items to be aware of for the start of school: 
 

● Face Coverings – According to the minimum requirements for reopening schools set forth by 
BESE, all students in grades 3 – 12 will be required to wear face coverings while in schools. 
Students in grades PreK – 2 will not be required to wear face coverings, but may if they want to. 
Face coverings should not be derogatory, offensive, political in nature, or distracting to the 
school environment as determined by school administrators.  

● In our Strong Start plan 2020, there will be a complete outline of what happens if a student or 
teacher tests positive for COVID 19. 

● Water Fountains will be disconnected and turned off for regular student use, but we will be 
providing water bottle fill stations throughout the schools. Students will be allowed to bring 
water bottles to school.  

● While our Virtual School remains open at this time, we will be closing registration on August 31, 
2020. This will allow us to make necessary scheduling adjustments as needed prior to school 
starting.  
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● When students return to school, they will return on Hybrid days, either Monday and Tuesday, or 
Thursday and Friday. The students will be broken into groups depending on the first letter of 
their last name. You will be notified of your child’s day as time gets closer.  

 
Please understand that our number one priority is the safety of our students and staff. We believe that 
our plan will afford the opportunity for parents to choose the best option for their child. We want you to 
be proud of your school system during this challenging time.  
 
 
Thank you as always for your patience and cooperation during this time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa Tanner, Superintendent 
 


